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political pressure, to compel the Navy Department
to detach vessels for their defense. The Naval War
Board, however, had to remember that it must
protect not only the coast but commerce also*
and that the United States was at war not to de-
fend herself but to attack. Cuba was the objective;
and Cuba must be cut off from Spain by blockade,
and the seas must be made safe for the passage of
the American Army. If the navy were to accom-
plish all these purposes, it must destroy the Span-
ish Navy. To achieve this end, it would have
to work upon the principle of concentration and
not dispersion.

For several months before the actual declaration
of war with Spain, the Navy Department had been
effecting this concentration. On the 21st of April*
Captain William T. Sampson was appointed to>
command the forces on the North Atlantic station..
This included practically the whole fleet, except the
Pacific squadron under Dewey, and the Oregon?
a new battleship of unusual design, which was on
the Pacific coast. On the 1st of March she was
ordered from the Bremerton Yard, in the State of
Washington, to San Francisco, and thence to re-
port in the Atlantic. Her voyage was the longest
emergency run undertaken up to that time by a